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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move -  

That the house do now adjourn. 
Dalai Lama - Visit to Western Australia - Adjournment Debate 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.00 pm]:  I want to take a few minutes this evening to 
acknowledge and draw to the attention of members the visit to Western Australia of a very significant leader, the 
Dalai Lama.  I had the opportunity this morning of meeting him personally, which was a pretty extraordinary 
opportunity, given that the majority of people simply saw him on stage when he spoke today to more than 
20 000 Western Australians.  It was an extraordinary gathering.  Many people are moved by the issues that the 
Dalai Lama represents in his messages of peace and non-violence and of compassion in how humans should deal 
with each other.  I also overhead a number of participants at the forum today say that Buddhism is one of the 
fastest-growing religions in Australia.  I took the opportunity when it was offered to meet formally with the 
Dalai Lama and to discuss one of his most significant concerns; that is, the continuing oppression of the Tibetan 
people.  It is essential, particularly as Western Australia continues to build its relations with China, which is 
totally understandable and appropriate, that we also remind China that there are many things that it needs to 
change in its human rights policies and in its dealings with the Tibetan people.  I gave an undertaking to the 
Dalai Lama this morning that I would raise this issue in Parliament this evening and also that I would seek the 
interest and support of other members of state Parliament to perhaps form a group of parliamentarians who are 
interested in the ongoing issue of the freedom of Tibet, and I will do so in due course.  It is unfortunate that the 
government has not chosen to formally meet with the Dalai Lama.  I understand that the Premier gave a very 
reasonable excuse; that is, he is in fact in China and that is, somewhat ironically, one of the reasons that he could 
not meet with the Dalai Lama.  However, it is unfortunate that no other representative from the state government 
or, indeed, any other political party has chosen to take up the opportunity of formally meeting with the Dalai 
Lama while he is in Perth, because he has some very important things to say about world politics and the issues 
in Tibet. 
The focus of one of the forums today was the connection between spirituality and sustainability.  I attended a 
very interesting forum at the Burswood Dome this morning at which both the Dalai Lama and Professor Ian 
Lowe, the president of the Australian Conservation Foundation, spoke.  I want to share a few of the comments 
that Professor Lowe made because I thought they were very important and very timely, as we acknowledged and 
celebrated World Environment Day yesterday, although the function occurred today.  This is part of a quote from 
Professor Lowe’s speech this morning.  According to my notes, he said that here in Australia - 

We have a beautiful and unique environment and many aspects of it are in good condition by 
international standards.  But several national reports have documented the scale and seriousness of 
environmental problems: loss of biological diversity, degradation of inland waterways and destruction 
of the productive capacity of rural land.  These problems are getting worse, because the pressures on 
natural systems are still increasing.  Each year the Australian population grows by about 250 000 and 
our material expectations increase.  Each year we use more resources, produce more waste - and put 
more pressure on natural systems. 
The UN has published three reports on the Global Environmental Outlook.  They show some successes, 
such as the concerted international effort to repair the ozone layer and “encouraging reductions in many 
countries” of urban air pollution.  They also document “environmental challenges” - increasing 
emissions of greenhouse gases, over-exploitation of water, 1200 million people without clean drinking 
water and twice that number without sanitation, species being lost at an increasing rate, fisheries in 
decline, land degradation and a range of serious problems caused by our disruption of the natural cycles 
of the planet.  Our activities are now affecting global systems in complex, interactive and accelerating 
ways. 
The UN’s Millenium Assessment Report found that life has got better for many people in the last fifty 
years, but the overall level of human production is now using the Earth’s resources at an unsustainable 
rate.  We need to move beyond the simplistic view that economic growth will solve our problems. 
In societies like ours, where most people have the essentials of a decent life and more, economic growth 
does not necessarily make people happier - 

That is an interesting little connection to the message that the Dalai Lama spreads about understanding what it is 
that truly makes us happy - 

or more fulfilled, especially when we factor in the social and environmental costs.  Yet we are 
constantly being urged, as Dr Clive Hamilton says - 

I like this bit - 
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to use money we don’t have to buy things we don’t want to impress people we don’t like.  Dr Richard 
Eckersley recently noted that the traditional seven deadly sins - pride, greed, envy, lust, laziness and so 
on - have been re-packaged as the marketing imperatives of the modern world!  We need a different 
approach, one that recognises our responsibility to future generations.  We should see the economy as a 
means of serving our needs within the limits of natural systems, rather than an end in itself.  Australia 
ranks 23rd in the world in wealth per head, but I can’t think of any country in the top 22 I would rather 
live in.  It wouldn’t make sense to destroy our quality of life to be slightly richer. 

There is a growing awareness around the world that a sustainable future will involve significant change.  
Great advances could be made by policy reform, which could dramatically cut resource use and the 
environmental consequences of our lifestyle, but the political will to implement such a strategy is 
nowhere in sight.  While politicians are more concerned about the next election than the next 
generation, the necessary reforms won’t happen. 

Market-led wealth generation is necessary.  So is technological change.  But these must be 
supplemented and guided by a values-led move to an alternative vision of our future.  So we need 
courage and real leadership at this critical juncture.  We need a technological transition based on the 
principles of renewable resources, efficient use and “industrial ecology” - using the waste of one 
industrial process as the feedstock of another.  Hunger could be eliminated if we stabilised our 
population and improved distribution systems; more generally, the UNDP recently estimated that every 
human on Earth could have adequate food, clean water, decent shelter, basic health care and education 
for 5% of the global military budget!  This shows we need a future of genuine globalisation, 
recognising that we share a common fate with the whole human family, rather than the false 
globalisation that considers only economic issues. 

Mr Deputy President, I will finish on this point.  Professor Lowe concludes - 

Let me give some specific goals we could achieve within 10 years.  We could dramatically cut 
greenhouse pollution and assume a global leadership role in avoiding dangerous climate change, mainly 
by using and exporting renewable energy technology.  We could enjoy sustainable cities with 
households using much less energy and water and producing much less waste.  We could have the 
world’s best national parks system with sustainably increased protection for our forests, rivers, 
wetlands, tropical savannah and oceans.  We should protect the great world-class landscapes of northern 
Australia. . . .  

You might think this vision is utopian, but that has been said about all the important reform movements.  
Those who opposed slavery two hundred years ago were told that no economy could function without 
slave labour.  The suffragettes were persecuted when they demanded the vote for women a hundred 
years ago.  Only forty years ago, Indigenous people did not count as Australian citizens.  

I will not have time to finish what I want to say, but we need to undertake this serious task as quickly as possible 
and realise that it is actually achievable in the time frame that is necessary. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.10 pm 
__________ 

 
 


